Robert Marxen, 

German Pierre de Coubertin Committee

I. Does “Sport for all” also mean “Sport for the Poor”?
- A School Project -
Sport for all is one of the predominant principles and aims of Olympism. Pierre de Coubertin wrote as early as 1919:"In the past sports was occasionally a pastime for the rich and idle youth. I have been working for 30 years to change to let it become a regularly done amusement of the petty bourgeoisie. It is important that this amusement finds its way into the workers´ class. (Lettres Olympiques–Gazette de Lausanne 13.08.1919). 

Thus we understand that one of the aims of the founder of the modern Olympic Games was to develop a new social conception of sport: indeed, sport receives a social and moral purpose and function and athletic training becomes training for social and moral life. The idea of sport being a means of a social and moral training has been kept up ever since those days. In different eras differently stressed.
Coubertin was convinced that sport had the capability of influencing and improving  people´s individual and social situations.

Playing, exercising, practising sport in a social context is a Human Right.  As a human right it has to provide facilities and assistance to everyone and every people in the world. According to Pierre de Coubertin sport must have the form of a pyramid, which means the wider the basis, the higher to the top. This idea underlines that Coubertin´s sport was by no means only a sport fort the elite; especially today is he completely misunderstood. The Olympic athlete is for him not an artificial product, but he is the result of a natural development of a people. He expresses this idea as follows:

“For every hundred who engage in physical culture, fifty must engage in sports, twenty must specialize. For every twenty who specialize, five must be capable of astonishing feats.”
(Pierre de Coubertin, 1863 – 1937, Olympism, Selected Writings, Lausanne 2000, p. 581)
The German IOC member, Walther Tröger, Chairman of the IOC Sport for All Commission, answered when he was asked, if “Sport for All” wasn’t a rival to elite sport:
“Not at all. Sport for All as a human right has to provide facilities and assistance to everyone and every people in the world. Beside that, we base our work on the theory that sport has the form of a pyramid, which means the wider the basis, the higher to the top.”

IOC President Jacques Rogge states in a message to the NOCs: “In 2007, more than ever, sport has to be a social movement which can offer all generations, but especially young people, the chance to lead not just a healthier, more balanced life, but a better life with more meaning to it.”
In the following a very striking example is shown how “physical culture” can overcome difficulties and give joy to the young generation when exercised even in hardest surroundings.
II.   Olympic Camp
By order of the NOA of the Islamic Republic of the Iran Majid Majidi, a well known film director in Iran, has produced   the film 

„Olympic Camp“.

The Camp is situated at the border between Iran and Afghanistan. In this camp refugees from Afghanistan find shelter during the civil war, raging in their home country for years.

1. Didactical and methodical Arguments for 

Employing the Film

The Film “Olympic Camp” is an excellent means for the introduction into the topic, because it appeals in all aspects especially to the emotions and makes the spectator very sensitive of the problems that make lives of poor and underprivileged children almost unbearable.
We follow the demands of brain researchers, who have found out that “any kind of learning or activities should be especially appeal to emotions which could support long-life learning. 
The learning should be characterized by the following methods and approaches: 
· Learner –centeredness

· Task-based learning

· Experienced – oriented learning

· Intercultural learning and instruction

· Project work

· Simulation

· The world beyond classroom and school

2.

Introduction into the Unit  
Do you know countries in which miseries wars, famine, diseases, etc.)  make the lives of all the inhabitants very hard and difficult?

Enter into the map of the world countries or regions in which people suffer from crises. 

Collect your information from the media. Work in small groups and present your results on posters/PowerPoint.
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2.          Watch the film twice.
Write down notes during the second stage and answer the following questions. 

· Which sports are carried out?

· Who takes part in the competitions?

· What strikes you about the surroundings?

· How does Majid Majidi develop the topic?

· The film director employs a lot of contrasts.

· Find at least three contrasts in the film and explain the effect they have on you.
· What effect does the music have on you? 

3.       Read the following quotations and relate them to   

                      the film by Majid Majidi.
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“Wars break out because nations misunderstand each other. 

We shall not have peace until the prejudices 

which now separate the different races shall have been outlived.

To attain this end, what better means than to bring 

the youth of all countries periodically together 

for amicable trials of muscular strength and agility? “

Coubertin, P. de: The Olympic games of 1896. In: The century Illustrated Monthly Magazine,Vol.LIII,New Series, Vol.XXXXI, November 1896 to April 

1897,p.53.Reprinted in: Müller,N.(ed.): Pierre de Coubertin.Olympism. Lausanne, IOC, 2000,p.360.

among nations
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Art. 2.

Art. 2.

“

“

The goal of Olympism is to place 

The goal of Olympism is to place 

everywhere sport at the service of the harmonious 

everywhere sport at the service of the harmonious 

development of man, with a view to promoting 

development of man, with a view to promoting 

a peaceful society concerned with the preservation 

a peaceful society concerned with the preservation 

of human dignity.

of human dignity.

”

”

[1]

[1]

[1]

[1]

International Olympic Committee: Olympic Charter 

International Olympic Committee: Olympic Charter 

(in force as from September 1st 2004), p. 9

(in force as from September 1st 2004), p. 9
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“O Sport, You are Peace! 

You forge happy bonds between the peoples 

by drawing them together in reverence for strength 

which is controlled, organised and self disciplined. 

Through you the young of the entire world 

learn to respect one another, 

and thus the diversity of national traits becomes a source 

of generous and peaceful emulation! “


To what extent have the ideas of 
· Pierre de Coubertin - the founder of the  Modern Olympic Games, 

· the IOC, expressed in its Olympic Charta,

· Kofi Annan, former Secretary General of the United Nations, 

been realized in the “Olympic Camp”?

Work in groups up to five students and present your results to the other groups with different techniques. (PowerPoint Presentation, oral report, role play, posters, panel-discussion, etc.)
4.           An Olympic Festival

Develop an Olympic Festival for your school. Work in small groups of five. The Olympic Festival has to be carried out under very simple conditions:

· Invent at least three of your own new sport disciplines and competitions, 

· Simple apparatus and devices,

· Simple sports grounds,

· Etc.

5.             Letter Writing
Write a letter to a pen-friend in a crisis-area of your choice. Tell him/her about your project and encourage him/her to organize a similar sports event in his/her country under the specific conditions there. Do research work (library, media, and internet) about the crisis area especially about the sports carried out there. 
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Extract of Kofi Annan’s message on the Games in Sydney, 


15th September until 1st October 2000, 


cf. website: http://olympic.org/uk/organisation/missions/truce/initiative_uk.asp (16.07.2002)
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“Olympic Ideals are also United 

Nations ideals: tolerance, equality, fair 

play and, most of all, peace together, 

the Olympics and the United Nations 

can be a winning team. But the contest

will not be won easily. War, intolerance

and deprivation continue to stalk the

earth. We must fight back. Just as 

athletes strive for world records, so 

must we strive for world peace.”

(Kofi Annan 2000)

_1248851039.ppt


P e a c e

			



“Wars break out because nations misunderstand each other. 



We shall not have peace until the prejudices 



which now separate the different races shall have been outlived. 



To attain this end, what better means than to bring 



the youth of all countries periodically together 



for amicable trials of muscular strength and agility? “ 



(Coubertin) 

among nations








